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ROADTOWN WHOLESALE

Roadtown 
Wholesale 
Trading Ltd.
SUPPLYING THE NECESSITIES

Before establishing Roadtown Wholesale 
distribution in 1961, Peter Haycraft, formerly a 
sailor from England, owned a modest mom-and–
pop store, providing groceries to the resident 
population of Road Town, Tortola, the capital city 
of the British Virgin Islands (BVI). In 1963, his 
company purchased its fi rst cargo vessel, the M.V. 
Kilros, in order to get products to Virgin Gorda, 
Tortola’s sister island – groceries were actually 
sold right off the boat. “There wasn’t much de-
velopment, at all, on the islands,” says the com-
pany’s current Managing Director, Simon Potter. 
“We started a very small grocery store and the 
company continued to grow and grow.”

Indeed, over the last half-century, Haycraft’s 
wholesale company, Roadtown Wholesale Trad-
ing Ltd. and its chain of retail outlets, Riteway 
Food Markets (RTW), established in 1977, have 
grown considerably. The company built its fi rst 
warehouse in 1970, and converted it to a Cash-
and-Carry outlet in 1985 to meet the demands 
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We are also actively in discussions with a company 
out of Trinidad and one out of Jamaica, and, hopefully, 
by the end of this year, we will also be co-packing for 
those two companies.”

Should all of those partnerships come to pass, Phil-
lip says that SKBC will likely have to increase its pro-
duction schedule, and move from one shift per day to 
two. It will also have to improve its production equip-
ment. “Our equipment is about nine years old and with 
any aging equipment, there would be the problems of 
breakdowns, obsolescence, etc.,” he explains. “And 
so, in order for us to achieve what our projected goal is 
in terms of production, we will have to acquire certain 
upgrades in our equipment.”

Another company goal is to become fully ISO-compli-
ant. “We are working towards November of this year as 
the time that we would be ISO-22000-compliant,” Phil-
lip says. (ISO 22000 allows a company to show their 
customers that they have a Food Safety Management 

System in place.) “We already are up to speed and we 
are doing all the ‘heads-up checks,’ etc. Had we been 
ISO-certified before, we would have already signed off 
on some of the co-pack arrangements that we are pur-
suing,” he adds, ruefully.

Nonetheless, Phillip is justifiably proud of the compa-
ny’s products and the care it takes in making sure that 
they are pure and safe for its customers to drink. “We 
have a full, working lab staffed by three persons,” he 
says. “All the products that leave our plant can only do 
so after our Quality Supervisor has stamped it ‘Good 
to Go.’ If not, the product will remain in our plant. We 
also have a good traceability program in place. And if, 
by chance, we have a problem with any of our products 
in the market, we can trace that product to its origin 
– either the date it was produced so that we can take 
samples, or the supplier of the raw material, so that 
they, too, can trace it back to the batch item that they 
sent to us.”

Phillip is also proud of the company’s transparency. 
“Our plant is open for anyone who wishes to visit us 
and see our processes. So, we regularly will have per-
sons visit us,” he declares. “Yesterday, we had per-
sons from one of the government departments who 
wanted to come by and see our production methods 
and what goes into the producing of our water. And so, 

Today, Roadtown Wholesale Trading Ltd. and Rite Way are 

the lead supermarket wholesaler and retail distributor of 

food, beverages, and related goods in BVI, with a combined 

70 percent share of the market. 

of a growing population and 
tourism industry. In June 2008, 
it opened the doors of a new 
18,578-square-foot, Cash-and-
Carry on an adjacent site. 

In 2010, RTW christened 
a state-of-the-art, flagship 
retail store in Pasea. The 
21,000-square-foot grocery 
includes an in-store bakery 
and deli, imported wines and 
cheeses, fresh cut meats, poul-
try and fish, a floral shop, and 
a variety of groceries, coffees 
and teas, spirits, tobacco, and 
household goods. “We have 
seven retail locations on Torto-
la,” says Potter, pointing out the 
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extent of the company’s grocery empire. 
“We have two cash-and-carry stores; one 
on Tortola and one on Virgin Gorda. And 
we have a main, wholesale distribution 
center on Tortola.” 

Today, Roadtown Wholesale Trading 
Ltd. and Rite Way are the lead supermar-
ket wholesaler and retail distributor of 
food, beverages, and related goods in 
BVI, with a combined 70 percent share 
of the market. Roadtown Wholesale 
services its own and other retail stores 
in which it has a financial interest, such 
as Fine Foods and Harbour Market, 
while supplying many of the BVI’s hotels, 
restaurants, bars, yacht charter compa-
nies, and other businesses.

Very little of the company’s products 
are obtained locally, Potter says. “We try 
to buy as much as we can, locally, but 
not much is produced in the island,” he 
admits. “Most of our products come from 
the U.S., Canada, England, and other 
Caribbean islands.” The company carries 
exclusive distribution rights for brands 
such as Kraft, General Foods, M&M Mars, 
Kellogg’s, Nabisco, Coca Cola, Heineken, 

http://www.chinooktrading.ca/
http://www.chinooktrading.ca/
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AT A GLANCE
ROADTOWN WHOLESALE 
TRADING LTD.
WHAT: A wholesaler and retail distributor of 
food, beverages, and related goods

WHERE: Road Town, British Virgin Islands

WEBSITE: www.rtwbvi.com
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Grey Goose, Finlandia, Jack Daniels, Mount Gay 
Rum, and Gallo Wines.

Roadtown Wholesale has approximately 485 
employees making it the largest, private em-
ployer in the BVI. The company invests heavily in 
continuous employee training, including offering 
online courses to all of its personnel in areas such 
as Customer Service, Category Management, and 
Supervisory Training. Some employees have even 
received full scholarships for their continuing edu-
cation. In addition to a pension program, according 
to Potter, the company also allows its workers to 
become company owners. “Employees who work 
over ten years have the option of purchasing shares 
in the company,” he says.

Potter reveals that company founder, Haycraft, is 
now 84 years old and looking forward to retiring. 
“So he would love to sell his shares, which is a 

http://www.rtwbvi.com/
http://www.fijiwater.com/
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4 CHEESE RAVIOLI WITH PAN  
ROASTED ZUCCHINI AND MINT

PREPARATION
Preheat the oven to 400°F. Pat the zucchini dry with a paper 
towel and place it in a large bowl. Toss it with 2 tablespoons of 
the oil and the salt and pepper and arrange on a large baking 
sheet. Roast the zucchini until wilted and the edges are charred, 
15 minutes. Meanwhile, cook the ravioli according to package 
directions and drain, reserving 1/2 cup of the pasta cooking 
water. Return the pasta to the pot with the roasted zucchini and 
any juices that collected in the pan, the remaining 3 table-
spoons olive oil, the cheese and the mint. Add the pasta water 
a little bit at a time to loosen to sauce if needed. Season with 
additional salt and pepper. Divide among bowls and top with 
more cheese and mint.

INGREDIENTS
•	 5 tablespoons extra 

virgin olive oil, divided
•	 1 medium zucchini, cut  

into thin ribbons
•	 Kosher salt and freshly 

ground black pepper to 
taste

•	 One 10-ounce package  

Giovanni Rana 4 Cheese 
Ravioli

•	 1/2	cup	finely	grated	
pecorino romano 
cheese, plus more for 
garnish

•	 2 tablespoons chopped 
fresh mint, plus more for 
garnish

additional salt and pepper. Divide among bowls and top with 
more cheese and mint.

possibility that might happen,” 
he says. In fact, this past May, 
Haycraft issued the following 
press release: “I have devoted 
over fi fty years of my life to 
RTW, starting from nothing 
and building the company 
into what you see today. I now 
wish to retire from day-to-day 
responsibility for the business, 
and to spend some more time 
enjoying my garden and watch-
ing cricket.” 

Several companies have 
expressed interest in taking up 
Haycraft on his offer, and one, 
The North West Company, a 
Canadian-based, widely-held, 
public retailer that specializes 
in serving smaller countries 
and regions, has entered into 
Letters of Intent to acquire a 
majority ownership position 
in Roadtown Wholesale Trad-
ing Ltd. - operating as Riteway 
Food Markets.

Meanwhile, Peter Haycraft’s 
grocery empire will continue to 
dominate its sector of the BVI 
economy, selling high-quality 
food, beverages, and other ne-
cessities to the residents who 
populate and the tourists who 
visit the Caribbean paradise.
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This proximity to the ports provides our customers with 
savings in freight and inland transportation expenses.   

We carry a full line of:
• Grocery 
(Both National Brands and Store Brands)
• Produce
• Meats
• Seafood
• Specialty Products
•Health and Beauty care
and much more...

Associated Grocers is strategically located in 
South Florida, less than 45 miles from the 
three major cargo ports in the State of 
Florida and the nation serving the Caribbean, 
Central and South America as well as other 
parts of the World.  

• The Port of Miami 
• Port Everglades
• West Palm Beach

For more information about Associated Grocers products 
and services please contact us at:

954-876-3128 or 954-876-3120 or visit us at www.agfla.com

Would like to congratulate 
Roadtown Wholesale Distributors 

on their growth and success sice 1961

REACHING MORE THAN 80 COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT THE CARIBBEAN, CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA 
AND ASIA, ASSOCIATED GROCERS IS THE GROCERY RETAILER’S  

ONE SOURCE OF SUPPLY

http://www.agfla.com/
http://www.tropicalfoods.com/
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PREFERRED VENDORS
n Caribe Industrial Systems, Inc. 
    www.caribeindustrial.com

Caribe Industrial Systems, Inc. (CISI) was founded in 
1977, by Warren C. and Donna E. Gundry. CISI’s mission is 
to provide its customers with unique cost saving ideas and 
solutions with its high-quality and innovative products and 
supplies. For over 40 years, the company has served all major 
manufacturing sectors of Puerto Rico and the Caribbean Islands 
from the Bahamas to Barbados.

The company’s clients include over 250 companies in the 
Pharmaceutical, Medical Devices, Food & Beverage, and Elec-
tronics sectors, among others. Its products include: hot melt 
and liquid adhesives, cushioning material, paper and chipboard, 
coding products, thermal transfer ribbons, labels, plastic pallets 
and containers, tape and label dispensers, reclosable polyeth-
ylene and medical/bio hazardous bags, security seals, a wide 
assortment of poly bags, stretch fi lms, and shrink and bundling 
fi lms, and more.

On the equipment side, CISI offers adhesive application 

Distributed by Roadtown Wholesale 

All Nations Cheese Organization 

British Virgin Islands 

ANCO 

http://www.caribeindustrial.com/
http://www.cartavieja.com/
http://www.sunnymorning.com/
http://www.waltkoch.com/
http://www.ancofinecheese.com/
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equipment, stretch wrapping equipment, shrink film sealers 
and tunnels, hand and automatic strapping systems, carton/
product coding equipment, case tapers and erectors, bag seal-
ers, cartoners and case erectors, and more. Caribe Industrial is 
an authorized distributor for industry leading companies such as 
the Nordson Corporation, Henkel Adhesives, the Intertape Poly-
mer Group, and Sigma Stretch Films, among many others.

CISI maintains its inventory in a 21,000 square foot ware-
house strategically located at Bayamon, Puerto Rico with daily 
scheduled deliveries to each of the island’s municipalities. Their 
primary goal is to offer its clients the highest quality products 
available at competitive prices, to surpass its clients’ expecta-
tions with superior service and to conduct its business with its 
clients and business partners in an honest and ethical manner.

CISI stands for Creative packaging solutions, Immediate re-
sponse to its customers’ needs, Service with a smile, and Indus-
try-leading suppliers. Its dedicated employees are committed 
to excellence in all aspects of their business. Customer service 
personnel handle all orders efficiently and expeditiously. Its 
warehouse personnel assure that all orders are dispatched cor-
rectly and on time, and its factory-trained technician services 
all of the equipment that the company sells.

CISI’s website address is www.caribeindustrial.com. Its 
headquarters phone number is (787) 787-2474. Please email 
them for more information at cisi@caribeindustrial.com

n Chinook Trading Canada Ltd.  
    www.chinooktrading.ca

Chinook Trading Canada Ltd. is a Montreal-based, wholesale 
grocery company founded in 2006. It supplies products to over 
30 countries in the Caribbean, Central, and South America. 

Message from the Founder:
Congratulations and best wishes to ROADTOWN WHOLE-

SALE TRADING. Our association goes back nearly 40 years 
– we were called Overseas Trading then. It started with a 
meeting of the founders of both companies, Peter Haycroft 
and Morris Rotstein, at the annual ANTIGUA SAILING WEEK – 
at which time Peter Haycroft invited Morris Rotstein to visit 
BVI and establish contact with the ROADTOWN GROUP for the 
supply of food products.

    Contact was made with Bill Ahearhe and business was 
started with shipments of a variety of food products, which 

ROADTOWN WHOLESALE

included milks and sugars. The food trade has continued and 
grown to this very day. Since then both companies have ex-
panded their size and operations. Thanks to the efforts of Mr. 
Potter and his team, Roadtown has grown extensively and has 
become a dominant institution in the BVI.

    Meanwhile Chinook Trading Canada has grown and ex-
tended its activities beyond the BVI to some 30+ countries in 
the Caribbean Central, and South America. Roadtown we are 
looking forward to the continuation of our strong association, 
and wish you ongoing success for the future. 

n Anco Fine Cheese 
    www.ancofinecheese.com

Anco Fine Cheese is the largest importer of specialty 
cheese in the U.S. with a very unique product line from more 
than 20 different countries. Products include: blue chees-
es, cheese specialties, fresh and white cheese, goat cheese, 
Kosher cheese, soft ripened cheese, stretched curd cheese, 
uncooked and pressed cheeses, rind cheeses, cooked and 
pressed cheeses, crackers, creams and desserts, butters, meats 

and seafood products, chocolate, specialty foods and other 
grocery items. 

n Associated Grocers of Florida 
    www.agfla.com

Founded in 1945, Associated Grocers of Florida, Inc. is a 
retailers’ cooperative based in Pompano Beach, Florida. It is a 

http://www.caribeindustrial.com/
mailto:cisi@caribeindustrial.com
http://www.chinooktrading.ca/
http://www.ancofinecheese.com/
http://www.agfla.com/
http://www.rodplussolutions.com/
http://www.atlanticnaturalfoods.com/
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wholesale distributor and exporter of groceries, meat, produce, 
dairy, ice cream, frozen food, general merchandise, health and 
beauty care, and store supplies to supermarkets throughout 
Florida, Central and South America, and the Caribbean. 

n Vina Carta Vieja S.A.
    www.cartavieja.com

The Del Pedregal Family has been associated with the wine 
industry since 1825, when Carlos Alberto del Pedregal arrived 
in Chile from Asturias in Spain, bringing European vines with 
him. From then, eight generations have remained dedicat-
ed to the winemaking business, safeguarding the original 
traditions, whilst adapting to modern times. In this way, the 
company has been gradually investing in new technologies, 
acquiring new terrain, and challenging itself to respond dy-
namically to the needs of the 21st century consumer.

n Fiji Water 
    www.fi jiwater.com

Billing itself as Earth’s fi nest water, Fiji water is a brand of 
bottled water derived from an artesian aquifer in the Yaqara Val-

ley on the island of Viti Levu, the largest island in the Republic of 
Fiji. The water, which is fi ltered through layers of volcanic rock, 
is then bottled and shipped throughout the world. The company 
was founded in 1996 by Canadian businessman, David Gilmour. 
Today, the company is owned by Lynda and Stewart Resnick and 
is headquartered in Los Angeles, California. 

n Waltkoch Ltd.
    www.waltkoch.com

A family business, founded in 1950, Waltkoch is a producer, 
consolidator, and exporter of frozen foods around the world. 
Its products include: chicken, mixed vegetables, meats, ice 
cream, patties, pork, pizza, seafood, and turkeys.

n Rod Plus Solutions Ltd.
    www.rodplussolutions.com

Based in Trinidad and Tobago, Rod Plus Solutions Ltd. is a 
retail and hospitality consulting company, providing IT solutions 
for many markets, including: retail, manufacturing, fast food, 
government, restaurant, and banking, among others. It offers its 
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Road Town, Tortola, BVI
Tel: 248 494 2830

E­mail: info@partsandpower.com
www.partsandpower.com

Land­based standby and prime
generators powered by Perkins or

Kubota engines

LAND­BASED
GENERATORS

We also distribute UPS from Eaton!

Designed and built
specifically for the
Caribbean
High reliability and
durability due to Time
Proven Quality
Components
Quick and easy service

 Port Purcell, WareHouse #3 

RoadTown, Tortola VG1110
+1 284-494-4507 | tgs25031@hotmail.com 

We are the place where you will find 
everything you need within your kitchen, 
for cooking and other needs – from Grace 
products of Jamaica to Ju-c and Mountain 
Top Spring Water of St.Vincent. 

CARIBBEAN
STORE FOR 
EVERYONE!

THE

clients hardware, software, installation, and training. 

n Supildora Suriel C. Por A.
    www.sury.com.do

n Sunny Morning Foods Inc. 
    www.sunnymorning.com

n Parts & Power Ltd. 
    www.partsandpower.com

n Sunbelt Natural Foods Distribution, Inc.
    www.sunbeltnatural.com

n Tropical Foods, LLC
    www.tropicalfoods.com

n McCormick & Company, Inc. 
    www.mccormickcorporation.com

n Tortola General Services
    www.facebook.com/Tortolageneralservices

http://www.cartavieja.com/
http://www.fijiwater.com/
http://www.waltkoch.com/
http://www.rodplussolutions.com/
mailto:info@partsandpower.com
http://www.partsandpower.com/
mailto:tgs25031@hotmail.com
http://www.sury.com.do/
http://www.sunnymorning.com/
http://www.partsandpower.com/
http://www.sunbeltnatural.com/
http://www.tropicalfoods.com/
http://www.mccormickcorporation.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Tortolageneralservices
http://www.mccormickcorporation.com/
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http://www.sury.com.do/
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